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The Triennium

One of the most beautiful terms 
that the Second Vatican Council 
recaptured was in reference to the 
Church Herself and that title is 
the title of Pilgrim Church. This 
titles serves as a reminder that the 
temporal order of things is headed 
to its culmination with the Second 
Coming of Our Lord.  ‘The glory 
of this world is passing away’ – to 
make way for the True and Eternal 
Glory, that is Christ’s full revela-
tion in Glory. The term ‘Pilgrim 
Church’ also serves to remind us 
that we are continually in transition. 
There may be resting periods along 
the way; there may be an oasis that 
is tempting us to stay longer; but, 
they are merely goods God has 
provided us for the journey.

John of the Cross would warn us of inordinate 
attachments and ask to let go of our lesser loves 
for the greatest of loves. We are a caravan of 
mixed sorts all desirous of reaching the Heavenly 
Jerusalem. There are some who want to stay at a 
particular place because they are tired of 
traveling. They find security in things that have 
become familiar. However the purpose of the 
journey is not to find comfort with the familiar 
but to get us to the Ultimate Good that is found 
in Christ Himself.
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       This coming Advent the   
       Church will initiate its   
       revised English translation  
       of the ‘Order’ for the Eucharist  
       (most of the changes are for the  
       presiding celebrant); it is a more  
       faithful translation of the Latin  
       text as well as it being richer in  
       theological and spiritual   
       language. As with any change, it  
       may be difficult to adapt at first  
        but the essence of the sacrifice  
       is not changed [The Spanish  
       Missal will have no changes  
       since it is already closer to the  
       Latin text]. This is only one  
       more section of the journey that  
       we are on.  Let us not murmur  
       as our forefathers did in the  
       desert; let us not create a   
       tempest in a teapot; let us 
prepare and accept and pray that we will enter 
deeper into the central mystery of our sacramental 
faith, that we may truly offer ourselves with the 
Bread and the Wine as we pilgrim our way to our 
True Home.

“Whatever did not fit in with my plan did lie within 
the plan of God” – St. Teresa Benedicta a Cruce (Edith Stein)

May the Light of the Holy Spirit light our pilgrim way, that 
we may find ourselves at the end of our journey in the 
bosom of the Holy Trinity –

In Him,
Fr. Stephen

Pilgrim Church


